In the Studio

BY RAYMOND CHAPMAN

Dimensional Signage - Part 4

City Hall can be your friend.

THERE IS AN OLD ADAGE that says, “You
can’t fight city hall”, but there can be
times when city hall can be your friend.
Many of us may have negative feelings
when it comes to any association with
our local governments. Trying to get
permits and wading through beauracratic
red tape and the officials associated with
them is not something high on our list of
favorite endeavors. But, those folks need
signs from time to time just like the busi-
nesses we serve.

Many municipalities operate on a
tight budget and normally choose only
services that are offered by the lowest
bidder. For years our efforts to get a foot
in the door with local governing bod-
ies simply was not very successful. Even

The design is cut into HDU us

ing our favorite “toy” — a ShopBot

though our work was pleasing to them,
the price tag was not.

Not long ago the director of a local
Parks and Recreation Department had
been in another city and noticed the
unique signage done for that city—
signs that were not just flat and plain.
He gave us a call and that began a long
association with the city that has pro-
vided us with the opportunity to do a
whole system of dimensional signage.
As long as the cost of these signs stays
under a certain amount, they can order
one at a time without having to go out
for bids. Thankfully, I've found favor
with the powers that be and have been
able to expand the same service to other
cities.

PRTalpha flatbed CNC router. Most of the signs for the parks
department of this city are identical except for the name, so no
long paperwork is required for approval. They just call with the
name and how many they need and we start feeding information

to the ShopBot.

The finished HDU sign blank is now ready for painting. The router cut the wood
grain background, the incised lettering, the cove edge, and then cut the panel to
the finished shape. Much easier than sandblasting and doing all the hand cutting,
plus there is not the bother of having HDU everywhere.

This article will demonstrate how we
build some of the dimensional signs for
local neighborhood parks. These are con-
structed of high density urethane (HHDU)
and finished with 100 percent acrylic
water-based paints. For a long time we
sandblasted the backgrounds, but now
are able to produce the wood grain look
with our ShopBot flatbed router.

Raymond Chapman owns Chapman Design
Studio in Temple, Texas and has been produc-
ing signs for over 40 years. Besides being a
frequent contributor to Sign Business, Ray
will teach seminars at all Sign Business &
Digital Grapbics Shows in 2008. Contact
bim at ChapmanStudio@sbeglobal.net.
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