Site links digital with
fabrication choices

ShopBot and Ponoko have combined on joint venture to bring
together small shops with local CNC machinery operators

By Jennifer Hicks

The September lavnch of fO0k
Ceatraiges.com began a new concept of
custom labrication. The interactive
Wb site is an online community link-
ing small-shop owners who want 1o
have something digitally fabricated Dy
CNC machinery owners, By linking
woodworkers to CNC shops located
in their communitics, the process
will b easicr and less costly 1o busi-
ness owners, according to CNC man-
ulacturer Shopbot, who developed
the site in partnership with Ponoko
online making system,

shopBot proesident Ted Hall says the
site embraces a unigue “maker-to-lab-
hor™ concept that allows parts and proj
cols 1o be specilied precisely [or pro-

duction by means of digital twechnology.
The "makers” are the smallshop owne
ers who can use the site to post their
digital versions of their custom designs
made in CAD programs. The “fabbers”
are the ONC machinery owners who do
the cutting.

Use of the site is free o evervone. A
maker can scarch for a local CNC work-
shop on a map and contact the shop di-
rectly, or a maker can submit a reguest on
the site’s JoblBoard and choose from bids
submitted by a range of ShopBot owners.
The site also offers resources and tools for
turming s e into a design,

Before the site was established, there
were foew wavs for people to access
shops with more soplustcated teehneal-
oy, such as ShopBot CNC machinery.
says Hall, Such jobs were often found

b looking in a directory of shops that
subuontract.

“The difference between our site and
the dircctory is the existence of digital
Fabrication. Now vou can have a CAD
drawing represented mnoa way that vou
can just hand the drawing o someone
and they can reproduce it using a digital
cutting tool,” says Thll, adding that the
site will feature ShopbBot ownoers in the
first six months. Shop owners with
other CNC Drands mav be allowed 1o
[rarticipate afterwards.

Ponoko, which powers the 00k
Oarages” site, became interested in
working with Shoplot because it offers
similar services, savs Hall, The Ponoko
online marketplace allows makers (o
have their product designs instantly
priced online, then made and delivered
ter them, Clients can take a simple draow-
ing, get a quick bid, have it laser-cut and
nitiled e them. Bat ser cars are limit-
e with respect to surface arei,

During the first two weeks of its ini-
il launch in Seprember, [OOKGarges
recorded 2000 hits per day, Already.
about 100 ShopBot owners have signed
upr snd about two dogen jobs have beon
posted on the JobBoard. Hall projects at
least 2000 Shophot owners will be in-

Delta, DeWalt unvell new saw blades

By Jennifer Hicks
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Delta Machinery has introduoced a
new line of 16 preminm Tull Kerl
woodworking saw bhlades, The bldes
range in diameter trom 107 e 127,
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terested,. Currently, about 6,000 Shop-
Bot machines have been sold and are in
tse throughout the world,

The site is stll a work in progress,
says Hall. By December, the developers
hope to have the process simplificd (o
ofler instantaneous guotes on site, for
which clients will he able o pay Fabri-
ciators online using, a credin card,

For information. visit www. FO0k
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